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Profile
I am a political scientist, primarily interested in understanding public opinion
on climate change and how it relates to climate policy. My broader research
interests centre around comparative politics, particularly the many different ways
democracy functions in different countries. I am comfortable using quantitative
methods, and have many years programming experience.

Education
2017 - 2021 PhD Candidate (Political Science), Victoria University of Welling-

ton, Wellington

2015 Bachelor of Arts with Honours (First Class, Political Science),
Victoria University of Wellington, Wellington

2013 - 2014 Graduate Diploma in Arts (Political Science), Victoria University
of Wellington, Wellington

1998 - 2001 Bachelor of Information Technology, Otago Polytechnic,
Dunedin

PhD Thesis
Title Dimensions of public opinion on climate change: belief, issue

salience and support for government action

Supervisors Hilde Coffé and Ralph Chapman

Description My PhD research investigated why the response to climate
change has been inadequate in developed countries. I focus
primarily on the role of public opinion, and argue that the low
public salience of climate change means that politicians are
not under substantial pressure to act. I analyse survey data
from Eurobarometer, the New Zealand Election Study and from
my own survey to support my argument.

Experience
2021 - Postdoctoral Fellow, Victoria University of Wellington, Wellington

I received funding via the two-year Whitinga fellowship to investigate
public opinion on climate change in New Zealand and Australia.

2021 Head Tutor, Victoria University of Wellington, Wellington
Head tutor of POLS114: Introduction to Comparative Politics, a 300
student undergraduate course, where I worked with five other tutors.

1/3

mailto:sam@crawley.nz
https://https://crawley.nz
https://twitter.com/sam_c_nz
https://github.com/sam-crawley


2017-2021 Research Assistant, Victoria University of Wellington, Wellington
I have worked as a research assistant on a number of projects (primar-
ily with Hilde Coffé). This work involved literature searches, data
collection creating of figures and tables, and editing manuscripts for
submission to academic journals.

2019-2020 Vice President (Community), Postgraduate Students Association
(Victoria University of Wellington), Wellington
The Vice President (Community) role involved organising and over-
seeing PGSA events, including the 2020 VUW Three Minute Thesis
competition. In addition, I was involved in Postgraduate advocacy,
sat as a student representative on several committees, and played a
central role in planning the activities and goals of the PGSA.

2015,
2017-2020

Tutor, Victoria University of Wellington, Wellington
I have tutored a number of Political Science and International Rela-
tions courses at VUW.

2010-2017 Senior Developer / Technical Lead, Catalyst IT Limited,
Wellington
My role at Catalyst was primarily as a technical lead, working on
projects with development teams to build systems for clients such
as Spark, TAB, InternetNZ and the Electoral Commission. This role
involved ensuring projects were delivered successfully, mentoring
junior developers, giving presentations to clients, and running internal
training sessions.

2007-2009 Analyst Programmer, Financial Times, London
At the Financial Times, I was employed as a software developer, often
taking on lead roles within particular projects. I was also frequently
asked to give internal presentations to various departments, or to run
meetings involving executive-level managers.
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Other publications
Crawley, S. (2021, May 19). Most people consider climate change a serious

issue, but rank other problems as more important. That affects climate
policy. The Conversation. https://theconversation.com/most-people-
consider-climate-change-a-serious-issue-but-rank-other-problems-as-
more-important-that-affects-climate-policy-161080

Crawley, S. (2022, June 27). Conservative ideology and environmental public
opinion. Ideology Theory Practice.
http://www.ideology-theory-practice.org/1/post/2022/06/conservative-
ideology-and-environmental-public-opinion.html

Crawley, S., Coffé, H., & Chapman, R. (2020, January 10). The public’s climate
change views: Strong beliefs but low salience. British Politics and Policy at
LSE. https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/uk-climate-change-views/

Veen, J. V., Vowles, J., Curtin, J., Greaves, L., & Crawley, S. (2021, October 15).
Anniversary of a landslide: New research reveals what really swung New
Zealand’s 2020 ’COVID election’. The Conversation.
http://theconversation.com/anniversary-of-a-landslide-new-research-
reveals-what-really-swung-new-zealands-2020-covid-election-169351

Awards and Scholarships
2021 Whitinga Postdoctoral Fellowship, Ministry of Business and

Innovation

2020 Lifetime Membership Award, Postgraduate Students Association
(Victoria University of Wellington)

2017 Victoria Doctoral Scholarship, Victoria University of Wellington
2016 Margaret Clark Prize 2015, Victoria University of Wellington
2015 Victoria Graduate Award, Victoria University of Wellington

References
Available on request.
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